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The primary goal of this bibliography is to make information more readily
available to anyone interested in current literature centering around
mechanisms for sustainable food systems. Often, information regarding food
systems can be scattered across multiple sources (journals, websites,
toolkits) and this can make it difficult to ensure that all individuals have
access to information in multiple realms in their field spanning from
academic research to community work and others. This bibliography
provides an organized and categorized list of sources that may be of
interest to those involved anywhere in the food value chain or related work. 

This resource was developed by Gill Revenis, a member of the Food Systems
Research team at the Center for Regional Agriculture, Food, and
Transformation (CRAFT) at Chatham University. A part of CRAFT’s mission is
to make information more accessible to all food practitioners at all levels of
the food system. Thus, we wanted to compile a list of resources that we
think could be helpful to individuals involved in food systems research. This
bibliography consists of a list of various sources that contain previous
research and findings, pre-existing toolkits full of resources, literature
reviews, information from federal agencies, and more.

Introduction:

What is helpful to individuals conducting food
systems research? 
What resources exist for food system practitioners?
What are the challenges being addressed in
current literature?
What solutions are being proposed?

In the findings resources, we asked questions like:



Areas of Focus: 

General food system-related research and resources at local and
regional levels
Business support resources

Consists of resources and literature for training and
education for improving sustainable business practices. Also
lists a few grant and training programs for food businesses. 

Community-centered work
Consists of general literature for better-representing
community needs in research and projects. Broken down into
further categories centered around rural and urban area
needs.

Educational-related resources
This section lists a few publications that explore successfully
implemented educational projects to enhance knowledge of
food systems

Resources for Promoting anti-racist food Systems
Consists of toolkits and articles calling for transformative
change in food systems to improve access. 

General Recommendations and objectives for researchers
This section lists many recommendations and gaps in the
current food systems literature

Resources on policy recommendations
Consists of articles and studies exploring the need for food
systems research in policy at multiple levels. 
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Boys, K. A. (2016, September/October). Local food systems: Exploring economic
impacts and limits to market expansion. NC State Economist.
https://cals.ncsu.edu/agricultural-and-resource-economics/wp-
content/uploads/sites/12/2017/11/september2016_local_food_systems.pdf 

Covers limitations of market expansions for local businesses and speculates on the
economic and general benefits of local food systems on the agricultural economy.  

Dunning, R. Research-Based Support and Extension Outreach for Local Food Systems.
(August 2013.) Center for Environmental Farming
Systems.https://cefs.ncsu.edu/resources/research-based-support-and-extension-
outreach-for-local-food-systems-2013  

An article that focuses on information to help individuals better understand the
benefits of local food systems. 

Enthoven, L., & Van den Broeck, G. (2021). Local food systems: Reviewing two decades
of research. Agricultural Systems, 193, 103226. 

This paper puts eight common beliefs about local food to the test and provides a
community-based perspective rather than a scientific one. 

Gereffi, G., Lee, J., & Christian, M. (2009). US-based food and agricultural value chains
and their relevance to healthy diets. Journal of Hunger & Environmental Nutrition, 4(3-
4), 357-374. https://doi.org/10.1080/19320240903321276 

This paper provides insight into the role of two particular industries (chicken and
tomatoes) that play major roles in US food economies. 

International Food Policy Research Institute. A Guide to Food Systems.
https://ifpri.libguides.com/food-systems/resources

Contains a list of journals conducting food systems research, datasets, and lists
resources of information to learn more about food systems
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https://www.tc.columbia.edu/media/centers-amp-labs/tisch/FoodCorps-Report-
FINAL-08-30-17-v5.pdf 

The Tisch Report covers various Healthy School Progress initiatives in FoodCorps
schools. Suggests instruments and areas of need in order to find resilience in food
programs. 
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https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jneb.2017.10.005 

This article explores the disadvantages of the Farm to School program which is
designed to enhance fruit and vegetable consumption in public school lunches. 
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https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/conservation-by-
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Agricultural Marketing Resource Center. Practitioner and Education Resource Database.
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A pre-existing toolkit that compiles educational resources and includes supplementary
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Education & Policy, Program in Nutrition, Teachers College, Columbia University.
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The Tisch Report covers various Healthy School Progress initiatives in FoodCorps
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programs. 
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This article focuses on the framework and research behind a healthy eating
community-based research initiative in public schools. Presents an interesting and
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This literature review investigates various positions on sustainable food systems and
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Farmers Market Coalition. The Anti-Racist Farmers Market Toolkit.
https://farmersmarketcoalition.org/the-anti-racist-farmers-market-toolkit/. 

The Anti-Racist Farmers Market Toolkit exists to help farmers market managers
make progress toward becoming anti-racist managers of anti-racist markets.
This work is developed by a group of Black food system professionals and
centers on ways to improve experiences for Black communities. 
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Fron. Sustain. Food Syst: 6. https://doi.org/10.3389/fsufs.2022.808670  
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General Research Recommendations
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and food production at larger scales. 
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within food systems. Foundational paper defining the impact that global
environmental change will have on food security, ecosystem services, and social
welfare. 
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spaces. If we develop these spaces it will therefore create a food system that leaves
room for public participation, new food business partnerships, and commitment to
environmental justice.
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resources. https://sarep.ucdavis.edu/fs/assessment/community-food-system-resources 
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research vision for food systems in the 2020s: Defying the status quo. Global Food
Security. https://doi.org/10.1016%2Fj.gfs.2020.100397 

Overview of the food security challenges. Provides a vision for the way research and
science should inform all food system managers at national, regional, and global
levels. 
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https://www.planning.org/policy/guides/adopted/food.htm 

Policy guide on community and regional planning. Provides recommendations
for the best policy to move forward with and the role of planners who must be
involved. 

Enthoven, L., Van der Broeck, G. (2021). Local food systems: Reviewing two
decades of research. Agricultural Systems: 193, 103226.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.agsy.2021.103226 

A review confirms the claim that local food systems are missing in food policy.
Provides suggestions for policymakers to invest in cross-country data collection
on local food systems that would allow for better research from the scientific
community. 

O’Brien, J., Cobb, T. D. (2012). The Food Policy Audit: A New Tool for Community
Food System Planning. Journal of Agriculture, Food Systems, and Community
Development. https://doi.org/10.5304/jafscd.2012.023.002 

Provides insight into policy and initiatives in place and recommendations for
the priorities of communities for policy moving forward. Lists results from a
study evaluating current food-based policy. 

Ringstrom, E., Born, B. (2011). Food Access Policy and Planning Guide.
https://www.google.com/url?
sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiJjMDSyoKCAxVFrokEHZG
mDmsQFnoECA8QAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nyc.gov%2Fhtml%2Fddc%2Fdo
wnloads%2Fpdf%2FActiveDesignWebinar%2FKing%2520County%2520Food%252
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A guide to assist policy efforts to improve food environments and increase
access to healthy food. 



Lajoie-O’Malley A., Bronson, K., Van der Burg, S., Klerkx, L. (2020). The future(s) of
digital agriculture and sustainable food systems: An analysis of high-level policy
documents. Ecosystem Services: 45, 101183.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecoser.2020.101183 

Explores the use of digital technologies in the delivery of ecosystem services
from food and agricultural systems. 

Fanzo J., et al. (2021). Viewpoint: Rigorous monitoring is necessary to guide food
system transformation in the countdown to the 2030 global goals. Food Policy: 104:
102163. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.foodpol.2021.102163

This article calls for a new framework in order to track inclusivity, performance,
and accountability in food systems. 


